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I. Christ In Us:  Light (2 Corinthians 4:1-7)
A. Proclaiming Christ (vv. 1-5)

(2Co 4:1)  Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;

(2Co 4:2)  But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

(2Co 4:3)  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

(2Co 4:4)  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

(2Co 4:5)  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.

Paul and his companions in ministry lived each day knowing that the life they led was not their own.  Paul in particular knew the depths of the mercy of God, having been delivered from a life bent on murdering disciples, to a future of birthing new believers.  Only the infinite grace and mercy of Christ could make such a change in a mere man.
The practice and preaching of the good news was now Paul’s highest reason for living.  He delivered his soul in every new town, proclaiming honestly and forthrightly the truth of the Gospel.  Paul knew what many people seem to forget in our present-day climate of advertising and marketing products.  Jesus stands alone, sufficient without the trappings of public manipulation to draw the masses to Him.  Massaging the message to make it more appealing insults the credibility of God and removes the core power of the Gospel.  Men and women don’t get saved listening to a “user-friendly” Gospel.  Only the truth, uncompromised and unadorned by human vanity, can bring true deliverance to sinners.
B. Christ Is the Light (v. 6)
(2Co 4:6)  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

We are commissioned to give what we have received.  The message of the Gospel is quite sufficient in itself to change hearts, as it is sent by the Holy Spirit, even on occasion when the message-bearer has not himself surrendered to its truth.  However, the light of the presence of Christ can’t shine from us if we are not full of His light.  Believers living a real relationship with Jesus have a spark of life that the dark world will notice.  This spark illuminates our words and makes them effectively clarify the life people see in us.  Jesus exhibited that light, the same light He wants us to display.
C. We Are Earthen Vessels (v. 7)

(2Co 4:7)  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

This is an awesome verse.  Most of us would not think of putting our gold and silver, stocks and bonds, or large amounts of cash in a clay pottery jar for safekeeping.  We usually choose the place we sequester our wealth by how secure it is, or how appropriately beautiful or adorned it is, in keeping with the value of its contents.  God, in His non-human logic, has taken the best Heaven has to offer and placed it in ugly pots of dirt.  He did not put this wealth in us for safe-keeping however.  He intends that we give it away as quickly and frequently as possible, multiplying the jars of clay filled with Him.  No-one can with honesty look inward at himself or herself, seeing the weak, flawed, thing we are, and see merit worthy of Heaven.  All glory and credit for all manifestations of life, healing, restoration, success, and prosperity go to the Ancient of Days.
II. Christ In Us:  Power (2 Corinthians 4:8-18)
A. We Are Not Defeated (vv. 8-10)
(2Co 4:8)  We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

(2Co 4:9)  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;

(2Co 4:10)  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

Trouble comes from without, distress comes from within.  Perplexity comes when situations overwhelm our ability to make rational choices; despair comes when we lose hope in our perplexity.  We are persecuted by those opposed to our faith; we are not forsaken by the Source of our faith.   We are cast down by mistreatment and hate, but we cannot be destroyed, for our life is in Jesus.
B. We Receive Resurrection Power (vv. 11-16)

(2Co 4:11)  For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

(2Co 4:12)  So then death worketh in us, but life in you.

(2Co 4:13)  We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;

(2Co 4:14)  Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.

(2Co 4:15)  For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

(2Co 4:16)  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.

Our tangible existence stands on the faith we hold to.  As believers we must remember we were bought with a price.  The price was the life of Jesus, but that price includes our life also.  We are to die to ourselves and live in the resurrected life of Jesus.  If we lose our lives in His death, Paul proclaims here that we will find our lives for eternity in His resurrection.  As His death becomes our own, His life becomes our own also.
C. We Live for Things Eternal (vv. 17, 18)

(2Co 4:17)  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

(2Co 4:18)  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Isn’t the grace and love of God for us amazing?  God grants us life and strength to endure and win in the tribulations of this world, then He credits the victory to us for reward in eternity, when it was all Him that won the victory in the first place.  He earns the rewards and gives them to us.  We are truly more than conquerors in Christ Jesus!
III. Christ In Us:  Heavenly Reward (2 Corinthians 5:1-10)
A. Looking Forward to Heaven (vv. 1-4)
(2Co 5:1)  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

(2Co 5:2)  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:

(2Co 5:3)  If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

(2Co 5:4)  For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

We have to dwell in finite, weak, vulnerable bodies for now, but our hope is for an eternal body, that will never tire, never hurt, never be sick, and never suffer death.  That body is crafted by God Himself.  
B. Serving Christ With Courage (vv. 5-8)
(2Co 5:5)  Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.

(2Co 5:6)  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:

(2Co 5:7)  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

(2Co 5:8)  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

We have the awesome privilege of planning for life elsewhere, when this life is finished.  The indwelling Spirit Himself is the preview of the life we will have, in the immediate presence of our Lord.  For the true believer, death is merely a passage to a better life.  Fear has no power over our hope.
C. Endeavoring To Please Christ (vv. 9, 10)

(2Co 5:9)  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.

(2Co 5:10)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

Knowing that we will certainly transition to eternity in the presence of Christ brings joy and hope, but it also should give us pause to think.  We must be diligent and aware that we will stand in the very presence of the King of kings, to be examined on our walk in this life.  This fact should cause us to strive to follow and obey eagerly and determinedly.  There is really no place or time for lethargy or apathy, but we should always be about the business of the Kingdom of God.  Jars of clay we may be, but Jesus has ordained us to be worthy vessels of His glory.

